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Public Libraries 
Care?



Welcome and Session Overview
Purpose: 
● Understand NYS Portrait of a Graduate
● Connect Portrait of a Graduate to public libraries

Agenda:
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2. The Big Shift in NY State

3. What is the Portrait of a Graduate?

4. The 6 Attributes

5. Why This Matters to Public Libraries

6. Outreach and Equity 

7. Using the Portrait of a Graduate for Advocacy

8. Final Takeaway
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The Big Shift in NY State
● Moving beyond seat time and Regents exams

● Expanding definition of readiness

● Emphasizing skills, dispositions, and application

“What tests did you 
pass?”

 “Are you prepared 
for life beyond high 

school?”
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What We Know…
● Districts will retain broad local control over program offerings and exit 

assessments.  
● Districts will need to link courses to Portrait of a Graduate attributes
● Schools may need to adjust programs and instructional delivery methods 

to support Portrait of a Graduate implementation, which may impact 
traditional course offerings.  

● There are new instructional requirements which include personal 
financial literacy and climate education. Districts will need to determine 
how this subject matter will be integrated into current educational 
programs.

● Students entering Grade 9 in the 2027–2028 school year and beyond will 
be required to earn at least one credit in Career and Technical Education 
(CTE) to graduate.
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What is Portrait of a Graduate?
A statewide vision describing what every graduate should be:

● Academically Prepared

● Creative Innovator

● Critical Thinker

● Effective Communicator

● Global Citizen

● Reflective & Future-Focused

















Need-to-Know Documents

https://www.nysed.gov/grad-measures/news/nys-portrait-graduate-need-know-documents
https://www.nysed.gov/grad-measures/news/nys-portrait-graduate-need-know-documents


Why this matters 
to public libraries…

Because:

● Schools are changing.

● Language is changing.

● Expectations are 
changing.

● Partnerships will change.



Outreach and Equity 
Public library outreach:

● Reaches disconnected youth

● Supports families without 
resources

● Provides digital access

● Bridges opportunity gaps



Center for Professional Learning & Curriculum Support 

Using the PoG for Advocacy
Public librarians can:

● Align program descriptions with Portrait 
language

● Reference the framework in reports

● Use it in municipal budget conversations

● Strengthen school-library partnerships
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The Bigger Picture
This shift reflects a broader 
understanding that:

● Learning is not confined to 
classrooms.

● Readiness is not measured by tests 
alone.

● Communities—not just 
schools—develop graduates.



Final Takeaway

Public libraries:

● Support every Portrait 
attribute

● Serve learners across the 
lifespan

● Expand access to readiness


