
WESTCHESTER LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

Minutes of the Board of Directors Meeting 

February 9, 2012 

Yonkers Grinton Will Library 

 

Present: Carol Angert, Mary Ayers, Zahra M. Baird, Diane Batemarco, Ann-Marie Cutul, K. De Luca, 

Ed Falcone, Alexandra Gaete, Dan Glauber, Maxine Grandison, Bonnie Katz, Terry Kirchner, Towanda 

Mathurin, Donna Pesce, Srivalli Rao, Sharon Rothman, and Susan Thaler 

 

Excused: Judy Ashby, Tim Baird, Cheryl Berent, Pam Berger, Valerie Herman, Diana Matson, Jessica 

Tagliaferro, and Pam Thornton 

 

The meeting was called to order at 10:10. Glauber announced that Tagliaferro was ill, and he would take 

over the meeting.  Motion (Z. M. Baird/Ayers) to approve the Minutes from January 12, 2012, passed 

with one minor correction. 

 

President’s Report: 

 Glauber read an email from Tagliaferro. She has completed the Save the Date flier with 

Towanda’s help, and Tim posted it to the website. Tagliaferro has been in touch with Gaete re the 

Conference brochure, and they settled on Publisher as the design program. They hope to have the 

brochure out the second week of March. It is imperative that all descriptions and bios be sent to 

Towanda ASAP. 

 Glauber further reported that K. DeLuca has stepped off the Away from the Desk Committee. 

 Thornton had also contacted Tagliaferro regarding the new WLA Directory due out this spring. 

Should it be made available in printed format or online? Board members voted unanimously for 

online access. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: 

 Falcone accidentally brought last month’s report to the meeting but said he would email the 

correct report afterwards. <As of January 31, 2012, WLA had $15,382.38 in the Checking 

Account and $24,035.15 in the Savings Account with a combined balance of $39,417.53.> 

 

Web Administration Committee: 

 Glauber will talk to Jackson about the new webpage which was recently moved to Word Press. 

He will email links for Board members to check for accuracy. 

 DeLuca has approached Alpha Graphics regarding the logo. The price is $95 per hour with a 

three hour minimum. 

 

Membership Report: 

 Rao reported that WLA has around 109 members. She will send out another membership renewal 

reminder next week. 

 

Reference Section: 

 Ayers reported that she has sent Conference speakers’ bios and agreement sheets to Mathurin. 

 

College Section: 

 Batemarco has sent Conference speaker Mannino’s info to Mathurin. She also reported that Jeff 

Carroll, scheduled speaker on e-books, has requested to be accompanied by another presenter, 

Colleen Major, Networked Electronic Resources Librarian at Columbia University Libraries. 



Batemarco noted that the presentation will be coordinated with Christopher Platt’s from the 

Reference Section. 

 

Youth Services Section: 

 Z.M. Baird reported that there will be a joint WLS/WLA storytelling program at Yonkers Will 

Library March 20. The program includes networking with members of the Anne Izard 

Storytellers’ Choice Award and the Rye Storytelling Guild, as well as a session on “Turning Your 

Travels into Tellable Tales” led by Judith Heineman. 

 The Westchester Parks and Recreation (WRAPS) Showcase will take place at the Chappaqua 

Library March 23, the same day as the NYLA YSS Spring Conference. The Showcase is 

organized by Matt Nordt, Newcastle Parks and Recreation Supervisor, and WLA members are 

invited to attend this event.  Board members unanimously agreed to provide up to $200 towards 

refreshments. WLA has nothing to do with the organization or running the Showcase. In future 

years WLA may choose to collaborate with WRAPS on this event. 

 Z.M. Baird has secured speaker Jennifer Hubert Swan for the Conference and is waiting for 

confirmation from Pam Berger to be the second speaker. < Berger confirmed after the meeting 

and will speak on “Choosing Web 2.0 Tools for Learning and Teaching in a Digital World.> 

 

Support Staff Section: 

 Conference Chair Mathurin will send the speaker’s agreement form to Grandison. 

 

Legislation Committee: 

 Pesce reported that the deadline to submit comments on the second draft of Creating the Future, 

a 2020 Vision Plan for Library Services in New York State is February 15. 

 A NYLA Legislative Alert on January 17 stated: 

1. Library funding in the proposed 2012-13 Executive Budget is flat at $79 million and $14 

million in Public Library Construction Funds. 

2. A 4% increase has been allocated for school aid 

3. CUNY and SUNY received the same amount with authority to spend additional tuition 

increases 

4. Community Colleges and Adult Literacy Education were held to last year’s levels. 

5. Library Snapshot NY Day is the week of February 12-25. 

 Library Advocacy Day is Tuesday, March 6, in Albany. WLS will provide the bus and water. 

WLA traditionally provides snacks.  

 According to WLS, Library Aid has been cut by 23% and is at 1994 levels. Kirchner distributed 

the Advocacy Day flier and added that WLS is sponsoring a METRO workshop on Advocacy 

Tips February 29. 

 Glauber asked Pesce to email Tim Baird and Jackson to change Lobby Day to Advocacy Day on 

the WLA website. 

 

Professional Development Committee: 

 Glauber reported for Matson who was excused. Applications have gone out to WLS. Tagliaferro 

also has paper copies. Kirchner will help with publicity. 

 

Away from the Desk Committee: 

 DeLuca is no longer a committee member. Rothman expressed concern over program attendance. 

She felt it was hard to get the right space since you don’t know how many people will show up.  

Discussion followed, and it was suggested we have events in the warmer months with outdoor 

activities. 

 



 

 

Other Reports: 

 Kirchner mentioned that there are 35 sign-ups for the Reference Interview workshop February 24 

at WLS with a waiting list. 

 The WLS Book & Author Luncheon will be Thursday, April 12. Invited authors are Adam 

Gopnik, Hallie Ephron, and Benjamin Busch. 

 

Annual Conference: 

Pricing: 

 Board members discussed prices and decided to keep the price structure the same as last year. 

Keynote Speaker: 

 Z.M. Baird is still waiting to hear back from Colum McCann. She suggested Alice Ozma as an 

alternative, and Board members approved. Ozma is author of the book The Reading Promise: My 

Father and the Books We Shared. 

Panel Discussion: 

 Z.M. Baird suggested Lisa Thomas as a moderator. The following panelists were suggested: 

Chris Platt, Brian Kenney, John Monahan, Jason Kucsma, and Roberta Brodie. Kirchner will 

contact Kucsma, Katz will contact Brodie, Z. M. Baird will contact Monahan, Kenney and 

Thomas. 

 

 

Raffle: 

 Raffle Chair Angert will contact Cruz and Reznick for information about soliciting raffle prices. 

Katz offered to help out, too. 

Vendors and Exhibits: 

 Vendor Chair Katz reported that she had sent a “Save the Date” notice to different vendors. She is 

also reaching out to Hispanic publishers. 

 It was suggested that we invite Brainfuse, the company behind Job Now. Job Now is a new 

resource available through libraries from the NY Department of Education , NY State Library. It 

provides interactive interview coaching, resume critiques and a wealth of resources for job 

seekers.  

 Mathurin also suggested we have a resume drop off area at the Conference as another way to 

accommodate job seekers. 

 

 

 

 

The meeting was adjourned (Rao/Thaler) at 11:45 A.M. 

 

    Respectfully submitted by Ann-Marie Cutul 

 

Upcoming Meetings: 

March 8, 2012, at the Greenburgh Public Library, 10-12 

 

April 12, 2012, at the Scarsdale Public Library 9:30 – 11:30 
Please note the earlier starting time since the WLS Author Luncheon is the same day. 

 

    

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


