
WESTCHESTER LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
Minutes of the Board of Directors Meeting 

February 19, 2015 
 
Present: 
Liz Anastasi, Elizabeth Coppola (formerly Cerino), Ann-Marie Cutul, Rebecca Fitzgerald,  
Alexandra Gaete, Maxine Grandison, Mallory Harlen, Martha Iwan, Bonnie Katz, Donna Pesce, 
Srivalli Rao, Sara Rodgers, Sarah Rodriguez, and  John Torres 
 
Excused: 
Tim Baird, Z. M. Baird, Gina Bell, Dan Glauber, Valerie Herman, Diana Lennon, Kathleen 
Mannino, Leah Massar, Maureen Petry, Carolyn Reznick, Sharon Rothman, and Rebecca Steere 
 
The meeting came to order at 10:20. Vice President/ President Elect Anastasi presided as 
Mannino was excused. Motion (Rodgers/Katz) to approve the Minutes from January 8, 2015, 
passed. 
 
President’s Report: 

• Anastasi reported for Mannino who was excused. Mannino thanked Anastasi for 
presiding on short notice. She welcomed the following new Board/Committee members: 
Rebecca Fitzgerald, a new member of the Youth Services Section, Linda Surovich (not 
present) , who will take over from Rao as Membership Chair, and Mallory Harlen, who 
will take over from Cutul as Secretary. 

• Anastasi further reported that Mannino has not heard back from Ms. Mandella regarding 
the Board’s decision on last year’s Scholarship Award, and will, therefore, put the matter 
to rest. 

 
Membership Report: 

• Rao reported that WLA currently has 121 members. She will be away 3/13- 4/6 but will 
check her email. She reminded the Board that an increase in membership dues should be 
discussed and voted upon at the next meeting in order for the membership to have 30 day 
notice for their vote. 

• Rao also got an inquiry from a WLA member regarding applying for a scholarship award. 
Anastasi will follow up. 

• There was also a discussion of adding a dues category for non-library persons at a 
reduced rate.  

 
Web Administration Committee: 

• Cutul reported for Glauber who was excused. He has put up a Conference “Save the 
Date” notice on the home page. 

 
Reference Section: 

• Rodgers reported for Lennon and Petry who were excused. Two speakers have been 
secured for the Conference. Alexandra Kelly, Outreach Services Assistant of New York 
Public Library will speak about the NYPL Oral History Project and how to start local 
history circles at your library. 



• Elizabeth “Betsy” Bird, a Children’s Librarian at NYPL, will talk about blogging and 
social media for librarians in general. 

 
College Section: 

• Rodgers reported for Massar and Steere who were excused.  Two speakers have been 
secured for the Conference. Joelle Thomas from University of Connecticut will talk about 
a study how students use certain spaces in their library. Megan Lotts from Rutgers will 
speak on makerspaces and, specifically, on a great Lego makerspace that is very 
successful at Rutgers. 

 
Youth Services Section: 

• Rodriguez reported that Section Chairs are trying to organize two panels. They are 
considering different topics, such as grant writing, marketing, book discussions, and 
school/library collaboration. Board members offered helpful contact information. 

• Coppola (formerly Cerino) reported that the January 15 Mock Awards program at the 
White Plains Library was very successful with 31 people in attendance. 

• Rodriguez mentioned that many non-library people would be interested in joining WLA 
if there was a different category with a reduced membership fee.  

 
Support Staff Section: 

• Grandison has been in touch with Marzena Ermler to do a program at the Conference, 
possibly on job responsibilities or job changes.  

 
Public Relations Committee: 

• Gaete will create a “Save the Date” flier that Rao will email to the membership. She has 
been in touch with the Yonkers Alamo Drafthouse Cinema to set up a move night event 
for WLA members. Board members decided upon March 27 as the best date. 

 
Legislation Committee: 

• Pesce reported that a bill to exempt public libraries and library systems from the MTA 
payroll tax has been sponsored by Senator Jack Martins and Assembly member Thomas 
Abinanti. 

• NYLA has posted its 2015 Legislative Agenda on its web site. 
• Six State Senators and Assembly members have been invited to the Conference. So far, 

Senators George Latimer and Ruth Hassell-Thompson have confirmed their attendance. 
 
Washington Irving Committee: 

• Anastasi reported for Z.M. Baird who was excused. The Westchester Arts Council has 
been approached as a partner to help celebrate the winning books. There will be printable 
materials online to download and print. Recognition certificates can be printed and sent to 
authors c/o publishers if no formal in-person event is held. A popular choice people’s 
award can be investigated for the next cycle. 

 
 
 
 



Annual Conference: 
Funding: 
Rodgers pointed out that we can apply for funding from PLDA for a Conference program. 
Iwan will talk to Kirchner about a contribution from WLS and METRO. 
 
Keynote Speaker: 
Rodgers gave several suggestions and volunteered to send out inquiries to the following: 
Mary McDonagh Murphy (documentary filmmaker), Nicholas Kristof, Steve Sheinkin, Adam 
Gidwitz, and Neil Gaiman. 
 
Panel: 
Katz and Anastasi volunteered to set up a panel on security in the library. 
 
LARC update: 
Anastasi and Rodgers will be meeting with a LARC representative in the near future. 
 
Ad Hoc Committee: 
Pesce is planning to compress the survey the Committee has been working on. The Committee 
will use Survey Monkey, as well as distribute hard copies and have all ready in time for the 
Conference. The online survey will be posted on library websites, as well. 
 
The meeting was adjourned (Iwan/Grandison) at 12 Noon. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by Ann-Marie Cutul, Secretary. 
 
 
 
Upcoming Meetings: 
March 12, 2015, at the Greenburgh Public Library, 10 A.M. to 12 Noon 
April 9, 2015, at the Hastings Public Library, 10 A.M. to 12 Noon 
May 8, 2015, Annual Conference at the Doubletree Hotel in Tarrytown 
 
 
 

 

 


