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ROXANE ORGILL

“Jazz Greats and the Music in Your Life”

Roxane Orgill, author of nonfiction books for children and adults, is honored to speak about libraries for an 
audience associated with libraries.

The public and school library has been a defining part of her life from Franklin, Michigan to Northbrook, Illinois; to 
the University of Illinois and King’s College London; to New York City, and on to her current home, in Dobbs Ferry, 
NY.  Libraries have been essential to her sense of community wherever she has lived, whether she was working 
at libraries, as an employee, or in libraries, as part of her extensive research, or just checking out books because 
she is a constant reader. 

Ms. Orgill will discuss her writing process, which varies greatly from book to book — including, her new 
book, Jazz Day: the Making of a Famous Photograph (Candlewick Press, 2016), illustrated by Francis Vallejo.  
She was wondering how she might write about Art Kane's photograph of jazz musicians crowded outside a 
Harlem brownstone, when she found herself writing a poem. 

She wasn’t a poet. She was a classical music critic and then became a writer of a nonfiction, primarily for 
children. But she tried another poem, and another….

Ms. Orgill will share the process of turning a varied assortment of poems into an acclaimed picture book (six 
starred reviews!) and other aspects of the practice of researching, writing, and revising books for kids. 

Jazz Day, The Making of a Famous Photograph, illustrated by Francis Vallejo, Candlewick Press 2016, will be 
sold on site at the conference, courtesy of the Village Bookstore, Pleasantville, NY, along with Skit Skat Ragedy 
Cat: Ella Fitzgerald and Footwork: The Story of Fred and Adele Astaire.



A.  “Reaching Across to Cuba: ALA Habla Español”  (College/Special Libraries)

Nancy Coradin is Coordinator, Multi-language Collections and Services at the 
Westchester Library System in Tarrytown, NY, a consortium of 38 member libraries 
in New York State. She is the Spanish language cataloger for WLS. She heads the 
Westchester Librarians Serving Latinos group of librarians to develop innovative 
bilingual programs and services.  In February 2016, Ms. Coradin joined an American 
Library Association trip to Cuba to participate in the Havana International Book Fair. 
She has also attended Spanish language book fairs in Barcelona, Madrid and 
Guadalajara. Ms. Coradin earned a Masters of Library Science and Information from 
Pratt Institute, where she received an Outstanding Achievement Award. Ms. Coradin 
is a member of ALA, WLA, and REFORMA.

Diana Lennon is Librarian II, Spanish Speaking, at the Greenburgh Public Library in 
Elmsford, NY, where she provides programs and services and to the Latino 
community. In February, 2016 she traveled to Cuba as part of the first American 
Library Association delegation. She has attended international book fairs in 
Guadalajara, Mexico and Madrid, Spain. In 2010 she was named the American 
Library Association’s Miriam L. Hornback Scholar, and she also received a 2010 
New York Library Association/Public Libraries Section Conference Scholarship.  She 
wrote a chapter entitled “Café a las Siete/Coffee at Seven” for Library Services for 
Multicultural Patrons: Strategies to Encourage Library Use (2013, eds., Smallwood 
&amp; Becnel). Her reviews for children’s and young adult books have appeared in 
Partes de Un Todo, Parts of a Whole, published by the Fundación Germán Sánchez 

Ruipérez in Spain. She holds a Master’s Degree in Spanish Literature and Language from Vanderbilt University. 
She received an MLIS from Long Island University. Diana is a member of ALA, NYLA, REFORMA and WLA.

B. “Nuts and Bolts of Successful Library Partnerships” (Reference)

Rosemary Cooper is the 2016 winner of Library Journal's Best Small Library in 
America award.  Since 2001, Rosemary has been the Library Director of the Albert 
Wisner Public Library in Warwick, NY. Her previous experience includes Adult 
Services Librarian with the Boise Public Library; Senior Librarian, Children’s 
Services with the Upland Public Library, Upland, CA; Branch Librarian with the 
Pasadena (CA) Public Library, Technical Services Librarian with the Fletcher Free 
Library in Burlington, VT; and Director of Information Services with Wells, Rich, 
Greene, Inc. of New York, NY, where she managed the marketing library for one of 
the nation’s largest advertising agencies. Rosemary received a B.A. in English 
from Fordham University and a M.L.S. from Pratt Institute and completed the 
Public Library Administrator’s Certification Program with the Palmer School of 
Library and Information Science in April of 2008.



C. “Bringing STEM to the Library” (Youth Services)
 
Rob Kissner is President, CEO & Founder of The Digital Arts Experience in 
White Plains, NY. Rob has been involved in the digital media arts for almost 
fifteen years. Upon graduation from Emerson College with academic honors 
in Media Production with a focus on audio production, Mr. Kissner managed 
a historic recording studio and worked with top artists such as Katt Williams, 
the Jonas Brothers, and Duran Duran, along with numerous up-and-coming 
musicians. In addition to this industry-level experience in audio production, 
Rob has a strong background in teaching. Working for Apple Inc. as a 
computer trainer, Rob has experience in teaching students from a range of 
ages in topics from Mac basics to professional motion graphics and audio 
and photo editing software.

D. “Future-Oriented:  Using Linkedin, Lynda.com, Twitter and Facebook for Professional 
Development” (Support)

Marzena Ermler is a Job Search Central manager at the Science Industry and 
Business Library of New York Public Library, where she creates programs and 
services for job seekers. Prior to her coaching career, she honed her 
organizational development and coaching skills as NYPL's Learning and 
Development team manager. Marzena earned two masters degrees in 
Information Literacy and Foreign Language Teaching, which made her uniquely 
skilled in providing adult learners with life-long learning strategies. She holds 
coaching, leadership development, and training management certificates.

E.  “Partnering: Successes, Failures, and Surprises” (College/Special Libraries) *This workshop is co-
Sponsored by Special Libraries Association and Westchester Library Association.*

Susan DiMattia has had many opportunities to partner with outside 
organizations throughout her career, celebrating the successes and learning 
from the failures, always advocating for libraries and the value they provide. She 
worked as a bank librarian and then as the business reference specialist at the 
Suffolk Cooperative Library System on Long Island. She worked at Library 
Journal for 14 years, where she served as editor of “Library Hotline.” For several 
years she served as a consultant to such clients as NewsBank, Dun and 
Bradstreet, and the Internal Revenue Service, and has performed collection 
evaluations in business-related fields for public and academic libraries. She has 
taught graduate-level courses in library and information science and has been a 
presenter at professional association meetings and conferences. As Past 
President of the Special Libraries Association, she is admitted to the SLA Hall of 
Fame and is a Fellow of SLA



F.  “Digital Preservation of Local Newspapers & Heritage Materials” (Reference)

Pat Humphreys recently retired from her positions as Head of Reference and Teen 
Librarian at the Katonah (NY) Village Library. During her tenure, Pat digitized the local 
newspaper, sent the scanned images for uploading to New York State Historical 
Newspapers, and funded the project with community support. In her previous lives, 
Patricia worked as an environmental paralegal and a research laboratory technician.

Jen Palmentiero is the Digital Services Librarian at Southeastern New York Library 
Resources Council (SENYLRC), where she manages the Hudson River Valley 
Heritage digitization service (www.hrvh.org). HRVH is a publicly accessible digital 
library containing thousands of cultural heritage resources contributed by SENYLRC's 
member libraries and cultural institutions. Jen provides digitization training, support 
and consultation to all HRVH contributors.

G. “Volunteer Management: Training and Resources” (Youth Services)
 
Chrissie Morrison is the outgoing Past President of the Youth Services Section 
(YSS) of the New York Library Association (NYLA) and the former Teens and Tweens 
Librarian at East Greenbush (NY) Public Library. In addition to her frequent 
presentations for library systems and associations within New York State, Chrissie has 
written articles about teen programming and VolunTeens for YALSA and VOYA, and 
was even selected to present at the Missouri State Library's Teen Summer Reading 
Workshops.

http://www.hrvh.org
http://www.hrvh.org


H.“Library Advocacy” (Legislative)

Thomas Abinanti has been the New York State Assembly Member for District 92, covering Greenburgh and 
Mount Pleasant, NY, since 2010. He is Chair of the State Assembly's Committee on Libraries and Education 
Technology.

I.  “Re-Entry Services and Advice: Getting Community Members Connected and On Track” 

Elena Falcone is Director, Public Innovation and Engagement at Westchester Library System.

Tamans Princi is Director of Minority and Community Services for Westchester Independent Living Center


